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war, it is the end, likewise, of preparations for war; and
he may be justly hunted down, as the enemy of mankind,
that can choose to snatch, by violence and bloodshed, what
gentler means can equally obtain.

The ministry are reproached, as not daring to provoke
an enemy, lest ill success should discredit and displace
them. I hope that they had better reasons; that they
paid some regard to equity and humanity; and considered
themselves as intrusted with the safety of their fellow-sub-
jects, and as the destroyers of all that should be superflu-
ously slaughtered. But let us suppose, that their own
safety had some influence on their conduct, they will not,
however, sink to a level with their enemies. Though the
motive might be selfish, the act was innocent. They, who
grow rich by administering physick, are not to be num-
bered with them that get money by dispensing poison. If
they maintain power by harmlessness and peace, they
must for ever be at a great distance from ruffians, who
would gain it by mischief and confusion. The watch of a
city may guard it for hire; but are well employed in pro-
tecting it from those, who lie in wait to fire the streets,
and rob the houses, amidst the conflagration.

An unsuccessful war would, undoubtedly, have had the
effect which the enemies of the ministry so earnestly de-
sire ; for who could have sustained the disgrace of folly
ending in misfortune? But had wanton invasion unde-
servedly prospered, had Falkland's island been yielded
unconditionally, with every right, prior and posterior;
though the rabble might have shouted, and the windows
have blazed, yet. those who know the value of life, and
the uncertainty of publick credit, would have murmured,
perhaps unheard, at the increase of our debt, and the loss
of our people.

This thirst of blood, however the visible promoters of
sedition may think it convenient to shrink from the ac-
cusation, is loudly avowed by Junius, the writer to whom
his party owes much of its pride, and some of its popu-
larity. Of Junius it cannot be said, as of Ulysses, that